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organ as to be aroused by a stimulus acting on that sense
organ. The sensory mechanisms and the motor mech-
anisms are geared together into sensori-motor mech-
anisms, and many such belong under the head of native
equipment. Swallowing, which occurs from birth on,
is a reaction of certain muscles to the stimulus of liquid
or soft substance in the mouth; sneezing is a reaction of
certain other muscles to an irritating stimulus within
the nose. The numerous and varied native reactions
can be grouped or classified according to the function or
use which they subserve.

There is a group of food-getting reactions: sucking,
chewing, swallowing; spitting out anything bitter, mov-
ing the head from side to side in search of the nipple,
crying when hungry. In many, if not all animals, food-
seeking activities on a larger scale are provided by
nature, and often spoken of as the 'hunting instinct'.
In the child this type of reaction does not appear very
clearly, but perhaps because of the highly domesticated
condition of the young human animal.

A second group covers the danger-avoiding reactions.
The simplest of these is the pulling away of the hand or
foot when it is burned, pricked, or pinched. Squirming
of the body appears in the new-born infant in response
to similar stimuli. Coughing and sneezing, winking
when a foreign substance touches or approaches the
eye, are analogous reactions of other members. More
general protective reactions include dodging, crouching,
huddling, and especially flight. The simpler danger-
avoiding reactions, if unsuccessful, give way to flight,
the most energetic and efficacious reaction of the
group.